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Delete all after ‘This Council notes’ and replace with: 
 
‘that global temperatures have increased by 1 degree Celsius from pre-industrial levels. Atmospheric CO2 
levels are above 400 parts per million (ppm). This far exceeds the 350 ppm deemed to be a safe level.  
 
Council accepts that in order to limit the effects of global warming it is necessary for the world population 
to reduce its annual carbon emissions from the current 6.5 tonnes per person to less than 2 tonnes as 
soon as possible 
 
Council recognises that individuals cannot be expected to make this reduction on their own. Society 
needs leadership at international, national and local level. 
 
Leeds City Council is already taking the lead in a number of areas. For example its commitment to energy 
from waste, district heating, solar panels on council buildings and renewing its fleet with electric vehicles 
are all making a difference. The Government’s direction to introduce a Clean Air Zone in Leeds has been 
taken on enthusiastically and sets an example to other authorities.    
 
Council is aware that our current plans and actions are not enough. The world is on track to overshoot the 
Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C limit before 2050. 
 
The 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on global warming, describes the 
enormous harm that a 2°C rise is likely to cause compared to a 1.5°C rise, and stated that limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C may still be possible with ambitious action from national and local authorities, the private 
sector, and local communities. 
 
Council believes that all governments (national, regional and local) have a duty to limit the negative 
impacts of global warming. Local governments that recognise this should not wait for their national 
governments to change their policies. It is important for the residents of Leeds and the UK that cities 
commit to carbon neutrality as quickly as possible. 
 
Council therefore resolves to: 

 Declare a ‘Climate and Environmental Emergency’ 

 Sign up to a science based carbon reduction target that is consistent with achieving the Paris 
Agreement of no more than 1.5°C global temperature increase 

 Set interim targets and work towards making Leeds Carbon neutral by 2030 and call on 
central government to provide the funding and powers to make this possible 

 Agree the final plan by October 2020 for how Leeds will reach carbon neutrality by 2030 

 Work with other organisations and governments within the UK and internationally to determine 
and implement best practice methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5°C 



 Instruct the Chief Executive to bring an urgent report to the next Executive Board meeting 
setting out milestones and immediate actions the Council should take. This will be followed by 
an interim draft action plan to go to the Executive before the end of 2019 

 Continue to work with the Leeds Climate Commission and other partners across the city and 
region to deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans 

 Request that the Leader of Council take on portfolio responsibility for this issue to ensure 
appropriate authority and accountability is assigned to this important issue 

 Bring a report to Council that outlines progress towards establishing and addressing the action 
plan as a standing item of business until the issue has been addressed, commencing in July 
2019 

 Request that the Environment, Housing and Communities Scrutiny Board commence an 
inquiry on this agenda to ensure that the Council is taking all appropriate action to address 
climate change. 

 
 

 
 
Councillor Neil Buckley 
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